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THE VIGILANCE COMMITTEE. 



Richmond during the War of 1812. 



[The "Vigilance Committee," whose minutes have been pre- 
served in the manuscript collections of this Society, was organ- 
ized at the time of one invasion of Virginia in the summer ol 
181 3, and called into renewed activity by the fear of another, 
early in 1814. In June, 1813, a considerable British fleet of line- 
of-battle ships and frigates under Admiral Sir George Cockburn, 
with a land force commanded by Sir Sidney Beckwith, assem- 
bled in Lynhaven Bay, and on June 2 2d made an attack on Cra- 
ney Island, near Norfolk, which was handsomely repulsed. 
Three days later a considerable force landed at Hampton and 
occupied that town after a sharp fight with a body of Virginia 
militia under Major Stapleton Crutchfield and Major Gawin L. 
Corbin (who was wounded). The militia appears to have be- 
haved very creditably. It was alleged that the British soldiers 
committed many atrocities in Hampton. Shortly afterwards a 
demonstration was made towards Smithfield, and vessels came 
up the river as high as Sandy Point. It was generally believed 
that an attempt to capture Richmond would be made. 
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The newspapers of the time give the best idea of the excite- 
ment which prevailed. The Enquirer of July 2, 1813, says: 
"The alarm of Wednesday, however, deserves particular men- 
tion — more especially as it will be exaggerated at a distance 
from the scene of action. We trace the incidents of the day 
with mixed emotions. There was too much panic exhibited — 
but when we consider the spirit which it struck out, the alacrity 
with which every man flew to the post of duty, the coolness, the 
high and heroic sentiments which it inspired, and the schemes 
of precaution and safety which it will produce, it is impossible 
not to rejoice that the cause of these effects has occurred. 

' ' On Tuesday morning we heard of the evacuation of Hampton, 
and of the repulsion of the enemy at Smithfield. Our regimen- 
tal musters, however, still went on both in the morning and the 
evening. 

" On Wednesday we heard of the movements of the enemy in 
the mouth of the river — we heard of the infamous and inhuman 
conduct at Hampton. A storm of indignation and horror, ot 
pity for the sufferers and abhorrence for the monsters succeeded. 

"About 2 o'clock an express arrived from Sandy Point, about 
40 miles down the river. The bell * was rung, the alarm guns 
fired. The most exaggerated reports passed immediately into 
circulation; and a degree of alarm immediately ensued among 
the women and children, the sick and the slaves, which such a 
state of misrepresentation was calculated to produce. We had 
been so long reposing in the lap of peace, and the slighest ap- 
proach of danger was enough to strike a false terror into the 
helpless and the weak. Such as were placed in public situations 
thought it prudent to take precautions against a danger, the ex- 
tent of which they were unable to ascertain. Those who were 
in the banks prepared to remove their specie; those in the pub- 
lic offices, their papers and records. 

"But midst this scene of momentary confusion the spirit of 
the citizen was seen arising like the sun amidst the clouds. 
Every man flew to the public square with his arms — old men of 



*That in the old bell tower in the Capitol Square, which for many 
years— until the close of the Civil War — was the tocsin for the city. 
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60 were seen stepping into the ranks; all classes sought the 
scene of duty — and in one hour from the signs of alarm, the 
regiment* was displayed in the square in more formidable num- 
bers than it was ever known to exhibit. Exempts of all descrip- 
tions, strangers, officers and soldiers of the U. S., expressed but 
one resolution, and that was, to sacrifice their lives rather than 
yield up the metropolis of the State to the Invader. The Rifle 
Company obtained many new recruits. The Light Infantry f 
overflowed — and in four hours a company of Flying Artillery of 
more than 80 men was organized, who nominated Wm. Wirt 
as their Captain, Benjamin J. Harris as their 1st and Edward 
W. Trent as their 2nd lieutenant. 

" We were ready for action. Everything depended upon the 
next express— the Regt. was dismissed until the beat of the 
drum. In the mean time additional troops were despatched to 
the points below — troops of horse from this City, from Gooch- 
land and Powhatan flew to meet the enemy — and several com- 
panies of infantry were despached in the night. 

"No express, however, arrived 'till yesterday— the enemy 
were falling down the river. 

" The confusion is past and we are safe not only for the pres- 
ent but against any enterprise which the enemy may meditate. 
Several hundreds of men are ready at fort Powhatan % to breast 
the first shock — and at this moment there cannot be less thaa 



*The 19th regiment of Virginia Militia. The field and staff were 
Lieutenant-Colonel John Ambler, commanding; Majors Christopher 
Tompkins and Hugh Davis; John Adams, surgeon; Thomas Massie and 
John Hayes, surgeon's mates; Samuel G. Adams, adjutant; William 
Hay, Jr., paymaster; William Burnes and J. West, quartermasters; and 
Daniel Hanna, serjeant-major. 

t Now the Richmond Light Infantry Blues. This company, now ex- 
panded into a battalion, was organized in 1 798, and has served faithfully 
and gallantly in every war since that date. During the war oT 18 \i, 
William Murphy was captain. 

X Fort Powhatan, on James river, in Prince George county, was origi- 
nally constructed during the Revolution, and rebuilt and strengthened 
during the war of 1812. Many traces of its works, in stone and brick 
are still visible from the steamboat landing at Fort Powhatan wharf. 
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4,000* men at the Malvern Hills, f Sandy Point and their imme- 
diate vicinity— exclusive of the troops in Richmond, &c." 

There are in the collections of this Society a number of letters 
written during the war of 1812, by Dr. Thomas Massie, of Rich- 
mond, to his father, Major Thomas Massie. Extracts from these 
will be appended.] 

At a meeting of the citizens of Richmond, held at the Capitol 
on Saturday, June 26th, 1813, the following resolutions were 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the situation of this City and the adjacent 
Country calls for immediate steps to be taken to guard against 
danger from the Common enemy ; and that a committee of citizens 
of Richmond be appointed to be called the Committee of Vigi- 
lance, whose duty it shall be in concert with the executive auth- 
ority of this Commonwealth, the Civil authority of the city and 
the officers of the Militia of the 19th Regiment, if they think 
proper to aid therein, to organize and carry into immediate 
operation such defensive measures as they may think best for the 
general defence of the City, and from time to time examine such 
matters as may be connected with the safety thereof ; and that 
this meeting do pledge themselves individually to support the 
said Committee in carrying their plans into full effect, and will 
contribute to the expence of the same. 

Resolved, That the said Committee consist of thirteen members 
and be taken from Citizens other than members of the Executive 
of the Commonwealth and the officers of the 19th Regiment, a 
majority of which Committee shall constitute a quorum & shall 

* In 1813 the troops on the north side of James river were commanded 
by Brigadier-General William Chamberlayne, of the Virginia militia. 

t Possibly Malvern Hill (or " Mawbornehills," as the old county 
records style it), may have been a place of military importance from 
a remote period. It may be that battles were fought here by the In- 
dians, during the extension of the Powhatan power westward. Cer- 
tainly it has had a place in the three greatest wars of the United States. 
During the Revolution it was for a time Lafayette's headquarters; its 
occupation during the war of 1812 is referred to above, and the bloody 
battle between McClellan and Lee in 1862, made the name memorable 
in the annals of the Civil war. 
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have power to supply the vacancy of any member who shall be 
unable to attend. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Vigilance be requested in 
the name of the Citizens of Richmond to correspond with discreet 
and influential men in the surrounding Counties, on the subject 
of organizing similar Committees to co-operate with the Commit- 
tee of this city. 

The following Gentlemen are appointed members of the Com- 
mittee of Vigilance, to-wit : Dr. William Foushee, Sr.,' Major 
James Gibbon," The Hon'ble John Marshall," Col. William 
Campbell, 4 Major William Price,' Major Archibald Denholm,' 
William Wirt,' Philip Norborne Nicholas, 8 Thomas Ritchie,* 
William C. Williams," Benjamin Tate," John G. Smith and 
Alexander McRae," Esqrs. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Vigilance above appointed 
held at the Washington Tavern, 1 * on Saturday the 26th day ot 
June, 1813. 

Present, William Foushee, Sen r , James Gibbon, John Marshall, 
William Campbell, William Price, Benjamin Tate, William C. 
Williams, Thomas Ritchie, Philip Norborne Nicholas and Alex- 
ander McRae. 

The foregoing Resolutions of the Citizens of Richmond, passed 
at a meeting held by them as above. 

On motion made and seconded — 

Resolved, That a Committee of this Board be appointed to 
confer with the Executive of this Commonwealth, the civil auth- 
ority of the city, and the officers of the 19th Regiment, upon 
the best mode to be adopted for the defence of the city, and that 
they report the same to this board. 

And on the question being put thereupon it passed in the affirm- 
ative. 

And a committee was appointed of William Foushee, John 
Marshall and James Gibbon. 

On motion made and seconded — 

Resolved, That when this Board adjourn it do adjourn till to- 
morrow one o'clock, then to meet again at this place. 

Benjamin Tate, one of the members appointed by the General 
meeting of the Citizens, being about to leave the Citv for some 
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time resigned his appointment as a member of this Board — 
whereupon on motion made and seconded — 

Resolved, That Robert Pollard " be appointed to fill the vacancy 
occationed by the said resignation. 

And then the Board adjourned. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Vigilance held agreable to 
adjournment at the Washington Tavern in the city of Richmond 
on Sunday the 27th day of June, 1813. 

Present: William Foushee, Sen r , John Marshall, James Gib- 
bon, William Campbell, William Price, Philip N. Nicholas, 
Thomas Ritchie, Alex r McRae & William C. Williams, members 
of Committee of Vigilance. 

Robert Pollard, who was appointed by this Board to fill the 
vacancy occationed by the resignation of Benjamin Tate, appeared 
and took his seat. 

William Foushee, from the committee appointed to confer 
with the Executive of the Commonwealth, the Civil authority of 
this City and the officers of the 19th Reg' made a report in these 
words : 

The Committee appointed to confer with the Executive, the 
officers of the 19th Reg', and the civil authority, have according 
to order waited on the governor and communicated the objects, 
which the Committee of Vigilance have in view. 

The Governor received them in the most friendly manner, and 
very frankly assured them of the wishes of the Executive to com- 
municate freely with the Citizens, and to co-operate with them in 
every practicable means for the safety and protection of the City, 
and stated explicitly a desire to receive any suggestions to that 
end which the Citizens or their Committee might from time to 
time think proper to make. 

The Governor also stated that the public were in possession of 
upwards of 12,000 lbs. of powder independent of the private 
powder of merchants; that 5,000 lbs. of this were made up into 
cartridges & ordered to the lower country; and observed as it 
was not contemplated to erect fortifications he thought the quan- 
tity on hand tolerably sufficient for field artillery and musketry. 

The Governor likewise mentioned that the troops at Camp 
Randolph " would on the first occation move down to Malvern 
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hills and the light troops to Westover. That they had four 
pieces of artillery with them, and that there are 8 pieces fitt for 
immediate action in the City — that the troops ordered out with 
what were in the field, including those in Chesterfield, amount 
to upwards of 5,000 ready to act at short notice on this side the 
river, and which he considers sufficient for the protection of this 
part of the Country against the present force which the enemy 
are able to detach for annoying us. 

The stock of small arms on hand, he did not think as plentiful, 
or of such quality as he could wish, but that we had some mus- 
kets and tolerable supply of swords. 

The 19th Reg' your Committee understood would be called out 
to-morrow fur inspection, as to arms, &c, &c, and under this 
information your committee did not think it necessary to con- 
fer at present with the officers of that Reg', or to request an 
immediate meeting of the Common Hall of this City. 

On motion made and seconded — 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to enquire where 
and on what terms a supply of powder and lead can be obtained. 

And a committee was appointed of Thomas Ritchie, Robert 
Pollard and William C. Williams. 

On a motion made and seconded — 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine the 
several positions in and about this City, and whether it would be 
eligible to fortify any one or more of them, and that they report 
the same with their opinion thereon to the Board. 

And a committee was appointed of John Marshall, James 
Gibbon, William Price, William Campbell and Alexander McRae. 

And then the Board adjourned till tomorrow evening seven 
o'clock, then to meet at this place. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Vigilance held by adjourn- 
ment at the Washington tavern, on Monday, the 28th June, 
1813. 

Present: William Foushee, Senr., John Marshall, William 
Price, William Campbell, James Gibbon, Robert Pollard, Philip 
N. Nicholas, Thomas Ritchie, William Wirt, and Will. C. 
Williams, members of the Committee of Vigilance. 
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Mr. Marshall, from the Committee appointed to view the sev- 
eral positions in and about this City, and to report whether in 
their opinion it would be proper to fortify any or either of them , 
made a report in these words: 

The committee appointed to examine the several positions in 
and about this City, and whether it would be eligible to fortify 
any one or more of them, have as far as was in their power per- 
formed the duty assigned to them and now beg leave respect- 
fully to report: 

That there is in this City or its immediate vicinity, no particu- 
lar hight or eminence which overlooks and commands the whole 
town. There is no spot on which a battery could be erected 
that would annoy an enemy in whatever direction he might ap- 
proach, or that would protect any considerable portion of Rich- 
mond, nor is it necessary for an invading army to enter the city 
by any particular route. Any one or more of five or six roads 
may be used, and there are but four places in which an army 
would experience any serious obstacle from the nature of the 
ground in marching along the intervals between those roads. 
The fortifications of any particular spot therefore would afford 
no protection to the City, nor would the defence of any particu- 
lar road impede the advance of enemy into the centre of the 
town. A very small circuit would enable him to avoid our 
works-, and to enter the town where the way would be open to 
him. The idea of fortifying a small piece of ground into which 
the militia might retire if unequal to the contest in the open field, 
has also been considered. Your committee can perceive no ad- 
vantage to result from such a plan as it would afford no protec- 
tion to the town, as such a position would neither prevent its 
being entered by the enemy nor expel them from it, the only 
benefit we could hope from the fortification would be the secu- 
rity it might afford to troops unable to keep the field. But 
that security might be looked for with much more confidence 
from a retreat into the open country than from a retreat into an 
enclosed piece of ground. Such a place, if not immensely strong, 
and well supplied with provisions and water, must soon fall, with 
those who had sought refuge in it, into the hands of the enemy. 
But if a state of things should occur which might render such a 
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place of refuge necessary, the Capitol it is believed, might be 
used for that purpose with more advantage than any works 
which could be constructed by the inhabitants of Richmond. 

It is believed that no works would afford any essential advan- 
tage to the City unless the whole town, or that part of it to which 
it was intended to extend protection, should be enclosed and 
regularly fortified. Such works would require sums unattainable 
bv us, and, if erected, would require a garrison for their defence 
more than sufficient to beat the enemy in open field. 

Your Committee are too conscious of their destitution of pro- 
fessional skill to advance with any confidence the opinion they 
have formed; but the resolution under which they act having 
made it their duty to give an opinion, they say, though with 
much diffidence, that they do not think any attempt to fortify 
the city advisable. It is to be saved by operations in the open 
field, by facing the enemy with a force which may deter him 
from any attempt to penetrate the interior of our country, and 
which may impress him with the danger of separating himself 
from his ships. If this protection cannot be afforded, Richmond 
must share the fate of other places which are in similar circum- 
stances. Throughout the world open towns belong to the army 
which is master of the Country. But your committee is sanguine 
in the hope that the means in our power and which the government 
has employed are such as to promise security against any attack 
which the army now in our country can make. They have en- 
tire reliance on the judicious application of that force, and have 
no doubt but that the ideas which have occurred to them have 
also occurred to and have had their due worth with the constituted 
authorities. If the militia be put into the best condition for ser- 
vice, if the light artillery be well manned and supplied with 
horses so as to move with celerity to any point where its service 
may be required; if the Cavalry be kept entire and in active 
service; if the precaution of supplying in sufficient quantity all 
the implements of war be taken, your committee hope and be- 
lieve that this town will have no reason to fear the invading foe. 
Resolved, Therefore as the opinion of the Board that it is not 
expedient to fortify this city, or any point in or about the same, 
by regular works. 
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The Board not intending to decide on the advantage of dis- 
pensing and manning cannon on the heights overlooking the 
approaches of the town, and the question being put thereupon, 
it passed in the affirmative. 

William Campbell and William Price having informed the 
Board that Archibald Denham who was elected a member of this 
committee was unable to attend. 

Resolved, That Robert Greenhow '* be appointed in the room 
of the said Archibald, a member of this Board. 

William Foushee laid before the Board a communication from 
Robert Greenhow, upon the subject of the general defence of 
the State. 

Resolved, that the chairman be requested to submit the same 
to the consideration of the executive of the Commonwealth. 

On motion made — 

Resolved, That the next meeting of this Board be held at the 
office of Wm. C. Williams, in this city. And then the Board 
adjourned till Wednesday evening, seven o'clock. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Vigilance held at the office 
of Wm. C. Williams on Wednesday evening the 30th June, 1813. 

Present: William Foushee, Sen', John Marshall, James Gib- 
bon, William Campbell, William Price, Robert Pollard, Robert 
Greenhow & William C. Williams, Members of Committee, &c. 

On motion made & seconded that the committee come to the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, As the opinion of the Committee that the Executive, 
or the Commandant of the 19th Regiment, be respectfully re- 
quested to promulgate to the Citizens of Richmond through their 
Mayor so far as is compatable with the public services, whatever 
rule they may deem proper to adopt as signals for collecting the 
troops, or as signals of alarm on the approach of an enemy. 

And on the question being put therein it passed in the affirm- 
ative. 

On motion made and seconded that the Committee come to 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Citizens of Rich- 
mond, not belonging to the militia, to embody themselves either 
in the infantry or cavalry for the protection of the City during 
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the absence of the militia therefrom, and that they meet tomor- 
row on the Capitol square at twelve o'clock for that purpose. 

Thomas Ritchie, a member of this Board, being called out 
with the militia of Richmond into public service, resigned his 
seat at this Board. 

Resolved, That John Robinson be as he is hereby appointed 
to fill the said vacancy. 

And then the board adjourned till tomorrow evening at 7 
o'clock. 



Thursday evening, July 1st, 1813. 
A sufficient number of members not attending this evening. 
No board was formed. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Vigilance of the City of 
Richmond at the Capitol in the said city on Thursday, the third 
day of February, 1814. 

Present: Robert Pollard, William Campbell, James Gibbon, 
William Price, Robert Greenhow, Alex' McRae and John Rob- 
inson," Members of the Committee. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That Robert Pollard be appointed chairman pro tern. 
and John Robinson, Stc'y pro tern. 

On motion the following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted: 

The President of the Board of Vigilance having communicated 
to its members, the contents of a letter from the Mayor of Peters- 
burg addressed to the Mayor of this City, setting forth the pres- 
ent defenceless State of both places; the immense value of public 
and private property therein concentrated; & the necessity that 
exists of adopting measures to counteract the designs of the 
enemy; which it is seriously apprehended will so soon as the 
rigors of winter are abated be levelled against those two places: 

Resolved, That the letter alluded to and the documents therein 
referred to accompanied with a memorial to be drafted by the 
Committee hereafter named, be with as little delay as possible 
submitted to the Hon'ble the Executive and Council of State, 
and if funds commensurate to carry into complete effect what is 
now so vitally important to the preservation of all that is held 
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most dear to the citizens of both places, the circumjacent country 
and the State at large, whose interest is so deeply involved in 
the safeguard of the property within the limits of this city, be 
not under their immediate controul, that they should be earnestly 
solicited to lose no time in bringing the subject before the gene- 
ral assembly, whose session is fast approaching to its close. 

Resolved, That Mr. Greenhow, Mr. McRae and Mr. Robin- 
son be'a committee to carry the above into execution. 

Resolved, That Mr. Charles Ellis 18 be appointed a member of 
this Committee in the room of Mr. John G. Smith, who hath 
declined serving as such. 

And then the Board adjourned till Saturday next at half past 
one o'clock, then to meet at this place. 

At a meeting of the Board of Vigilence of the City of Rich- 
mond, at the Capitol on Saturday, the 5th day February, 1814. 

Present: Robert Pollard, William Campbell, Robert Green- 
how, Alex'r McRae, P. N. Nicholas, Chs. Ellis, and John Rob- 
inson — members of Com". 

Mr. Greenhow, from the Committee appointed at the last 
meeting, reported that the Committee had, agreeable to instruc- 
tions to them, addressed the Executive of this State upon the 
present defenseless situation of this City and the Town of Peters- 
burg, and other subjects mentioned in the Letter of the Mayor 
of the said Town of Petersburg, and also presented to this Board 
an extract from the minutes of the Executive relative to the sub- 
ject of the said communication which extract was read, and is 

as follows: 

"In Council, Saturday, 5th February, 1814. 

"The Governor submitted to the Board a memorial from the 
Committee of Vigilance of the City of Richmond on the situa- 
tion of Fort Powhatan and representing the importance of hav- 
ing it put in a proper situation for defending the passage up 
James River and for the safety of said city. It is advised that 
the subject be referred to the Legislature. 

" Extract from the minutes. 

" Wm. Robertson, C. C." 

And then the Committee adjourned till Tuesday next, 10 o'clk 
to meet at this place. 
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At a meeting of the Committee of Vigilance of the City of 
Richmond at the Capitol, on Wednesday, the 16th of February, 
1814. 

Pres't: Wm. Foushee, Robert Pollard, Robert Greenhow, 
Wm. C. Williams. William Wirt, P. N. Nicholas, & John Rob- 
inson, members of the Comm'ee. 

On motion, the following was agreed to by the Board: 

"The Board of Vigilance of this City respectfully acknowl- 
edge the sentiments they entertain of the promptitude and zeal 
manifested by the Hon'ble the chief magistrate & Council ot 
State in their adoption of measures which they trust will even- 
tuate in giving to the Fort at Powhatan an aspect so formidable, 
as should it not induce the enemy to abandon his probable de- 
signs against it, may so check them as to afford the citizens of 
the rich and flourishing towns of this place and Petersburg with 
those of the circumjacent country, time sufficient to repel his 
farther devastating incursions. The course that this important 
subject has taken, being sufficient to assure us that an immediate 
communication will by your Hon' ble Body be opened with the 
General Government, we take the liberty of recommending the 
intelligent Mr. Richard Bate as the bearer of such communica- 
tion, which we are informed he is willing to undertake. The 
laudable zeal which Mr. Bate has evinced on this subject and his 
knowledge of the ground on which the fort is erected, as well as 
of the adjacent country, may enable him to give explanation on 
this subject at Washington, which may contribute to advance 
the object we have so much at heart, and we have no doubt that 
if the purpose of the resolution of the House of Delegates should 
succeed that those who may have the direction of the works at 
Fort Powhatan would find an useful auxiliary in the wisdom and 
intelligence of Mr. Bate [Batte ?]. 

And then the Committee adjourned. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Vigilance of the City of 
Richmond, at the Washington Tavern, on friday, the ist day of 
July, 1814. 

Present: Dr. Wm. Foushee, the Hon'ble John Marshall, Wm. 
Campbell, Robert Greenhow, Alex'r McRae, Wm. Price, P. N. 
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Nicholas, John Robinson, & Chs. Ellis, members of the Comm'ee. 

On a motion made & seconded — 

Resolved, That a Committee of this board be appointed to 
confer with the Executive of this Commonwealth, the Civil au- 
thority of this City and the officers of the 19th regiment, upon 
the best mode to be adopted for the defense of the City, & that 
they report the result of their conference to this board. 

And a committee was appointed of Wm. Foushee, John Mar- 
shall, James Gibbon, Wm. Campbell & Robert Greenhow, or 
any three of them. 

The Board being informed by a member thereof that Mr. Rob- 
ert Pollard, another member, had signified his intention of leav- 
ing this city on a visit for several months, and his wish that some 
person should be elected in his stead. On motion made and 
seconded — 

Resolved, That Wm. Brockenbrough, Esq., be, & he is here- 
by appointed a member of this board in the room of the said 
Robert Pollard. 

And then the Board adjourned. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Vigilance of the City ot 
Richmond, at the Eagle Tavern," on Thursday, the 18th day of 
August, 1814. 

Present: Dr. Wm. Foushee, Wm. Campbell, Robert Green- 
how, Alex. McRae, Wm. C. Williams, Wm. Wirt, James Gibbon, 
John & Chs. Ellis, members of the Comm'ee. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait on the Ex- 
ecutive and on the commanding officer of the U. States stationed 
near this place, to ascertain in what mode this committee on be- 
half of the citizens of Richmond can co-operate most effectually 
in any measures which may be adopted for the defense of this 
City, and make report to this Committee at its next meeting. 

Resolved, That Dr. William Foushee, Mr. Wirt, Mr. McRae, 
Mr. Williams and Major Gibbon be appointed a committee for 
the above purpose. 

Resolved, That the above Committee be requested to state to 
the Executive in the most urgent manner, the necessity of calling 
out immediately a strong military force for the protection of this 
City and its vicinity against a threatened attack from the enemy. 
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NOTES. 

1 Dr. William Foushee, Sr., of a Huguenot family; born in the 
Northern Neck of Virginia, October 26, 1749, died in Richmond, 
August 2 1st, 1824, was long one of the most eminent physicians 
and influential citizens of this city. He was educated at Edin- 
burgh, served occasionally as a surgeon during the Revolutionary 
War (the auditors books show payments to him for such services) ; 
was Mayor of Richmond 1782; member of the House of Dele- 
gates 1791, 1803-4, a °d probably other years, and member of 

the Council of State 1 799-1 805. He married ? and had 

five children, whose names are known to me: 1. Charlotte, mar- 
ried William Carter, and died July 27, 1822, aged 35; 2. Marg- 
aret T., married William C. Parker, then of Gloucester county, 
and died August 4, 1822; 3. Isabella, married Thos. Ritchie, 
founder of the Richmond Enquirer; 4. Dr. William, Jr., called 
in his obituary "youngest son," married Lucy, daughter of 
Governor Lawrence, of New Jersey, and died February 7, 1835, 
being within three days of his 51st birthday. 

The Foushees were early settlers in the Northern Neck. James 
Fushee, Richmond county, was alive in 1701. John Foshea, 
Richmond county, died 1733, and named in his will, his wife and 
son John; bequeathing legacies to his " other children." 

* Major James Gibbon, was ensign 5th Pennsylvania Battalion, 
8 January, 1776; taken prisoner at Fort Washington, November 
16, 1776; exchanged, and commissioned first lieutenant 6th Penn- 
sylvania Battalion, 15 February, 1777. He was one of the 
leaders of the forlorn hope at the storming of Stony Point, and 
received the thanks of Congress and promoted to a captaincy. 
Soon after the Revolution he removed to Richmond, where he 
was for many years collector of the port. He died July 1, 1835, 
in his 77th year. He lived at the corner of 5th & Main, in the 
house (now much altered) lately the residence of Rev. Dr. M. 
D. Hoge. 

•John Marshall, Chief Justice of the United States. 

* This may have been William Campbell, long a member 01 
the House of Delegates from Bedford county; but it is hardly 
probable. 
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' Major William Price, lieutenant in the Virginia Continental 
Line in the Revolution and long Register of the State Land 
Office. 

* Major Archibald Denholm, captain ist Virginia Regiment, 
and wounded at the battle of Hobkirks Hill. 

'William Wirt, afterwards Attorney General of the United 
States. 

'Philip Norborne Nicholas, son of the distinguished Robert 
Carter Nicholas and his wife Anne, daughter of Colonel Wilson 
Cary, and brother of the even more eminent George and Wilson 
Cary Nicholas. He was a judge of the General Court and died 
August 18, 1849. He married first, Mary Spear, and second, 
Maria Carter Byrd, and left issue by each marriage. 

" Thomas Ritchie, son of Archibald Ritchie, a Scotch merchant 
who settled at Tappahannock, Essex county; was the founder 
and long the distinguished editor of the Richmond Enquirer, 
and the ' ' father of Democracy ' ' in Virginia. He was born 
November 5, 1778, and died July 12, 1855. By his marriage with 
Isabella, daughter of Dr. William Foushee, he had issue: 1. Isa- 
bella; 2. William; 3. Mary; 4. Robert; 5. Margaret; 6. Thomas; 
7. Charlotte; 8. Ann Eliza; 9. Virginia; 10. George. His 
brother Captain John Ritchie, U. S. A. was killed at the head of 
his company at the battle of Lundys Lane, and his family was 
voted, by the Virginia Legislature, a sword, now in the posses- 
sion of Miss Virginia Ritchie, of " Upper Brandon." 

10 William Clayton Williams, eminent lawyer of Richmond, 
son of William Williams, of Culpeper county. He married Alice 
Grymes, daughter of Lewis Burwell, of Gloucester county. He 
was grandfather of the gallant Colonel Lewis B. Williams, ist 
Virginia Infantry, C. S. A., who was killed at Gettysburg. 

" Benjamin Tate, Mayor of Richmond 181 1. 

"Alexander McRae, son of Rev. Christopher McRae, of 
Southam Parish, Cumberland county; was prominent as a law- 
yer and as a member of the Republican party; member of the 
House of Delegates 1803-4, of the Council 1805, and Lieutenant 
Governor of Virginia. He married, in 1807, Nancy Hayes, of 
Richmond. 
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"Washington Tavern, on the site of the present St. Clair 
Hotel, facing the Capitol Square. 

" Robert Pollard, of the firm of Pickett, Pollard and Johnston, 
one of the leading mercantile firms of Virginia. He died in 
Richmond, October 10, 1842, aged 87. 

1S Camp Randolph, probably at Wilton, then a seat of the 
Randolphs, on the river a few miles below Richmond. Troops 
were stationed there on the famous " Pawnee Sunday." 

"Robert Greenhow, Mayor of Richmond 18 13. He was son 
of John Greenhow, merchant, of Williamsburg (a native of 
Staunton, near Kendal, Westmoreland, Eng. ) Many well known 
citizens of Richmond are his descendants. 

"John Robinson (1 773-1 850), clerk of the District and Cir- 
cuit Courts of Richmond 1797-1850. The eminent Conway 
Robinson was his son. The last named gentleman the Virginia 
Historical Society owes perhaps more than to any other man 
who has been connected with its history. 

"Charles Ellis, father of several well known and honored citi- 
zens of Richmond. One of these sons, the late Colonel Thos. 
H. Ellis, stands with Conway Robinson, as one of the chief bene- 
factors of this society. It is well, when opportunity offers, to 
recall the services of such men. 

"The Eagle Tavern on Main street. 

(to be continued.) 



